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de Almeria, which was performed at the Barcelona Festival on April 22,
1936. He has also written Obertura Concertante for piano and orchestra
(1932), some piano music, and songs. After the outbreak of civil war in
Spain, Rodolfo Halffter became a member of the Central Musical Council
of the Spanish Republic, and Chief of the Music Section of the Ministry
of Propaganda. When the Republic fell, he crossed on foot to France.
Several of his musical manuscripts, among them Impromptu for or-
chestra and a one-act opera after Cervantes, were lost when a bomb hit
the house where he stayed at the Spanish frontier. Halffter arrived in
Mexico in 1939, and became naturalized as a Mexican citizen. In Mexico
he wrote a ballet, La Madrugada del Panadero (The Baker's Morning),
and Concerto for Violin and Orchestra in A major, in four classical move-
ments. The Concerto was performed by Samuel Dushkin, the violinist,
who commissioned the composition of the work, and the Orquesta Sin-
jonica de Mexico, Carlos Chavez conducting, on June 26, 1942. The style
of Halffter's music is marked by terseness of expression and compactness
of musical development. His melos is rooted in Spanish folklore, and
his rhythmic invention adds impetus to the thematic material. His har-
monic texture is basically tonal, with chordal agglomerations at dynam-
ically climactic points, and his counterpoint is free from formal restraint,
Halffter's piano pieces were published in Spain. His Danza de Avila
for piano is included in the series Masters of Our Day, issued by Carl
Fischer (New York, 1941). Halffter has also compiled a collection of
Spanish Melodies, Cancionero Musical Espanol, published in Mexico in
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Eduardo HERNANDEZ MONCADA (1899-----) began to study music at

an early age, and earned his living as a boy playing in theaters and cinemas.
Later he went to Mexico City, and entered the Conservatorio National de
Musica, where he studied composition with Rafael Tello. At the same time
he was engaged in numerous other pursuits, as an electrician, book sales-
man, and farmer. Hernandez Moncada, then thirty-seven, was appointed
assistant conductor of the Orquesta Sinfonica de Mexico in 1936. He began
to compose late in life, and wrote education pieces for music schools. His
first work of importance was a symphony in four movements, which was
performed for the first time by the Orquesta Sinfonica de Mexico, on
July 31, 1942. Entirely academic in structure and technical treatment,
the symphony has the merit of being an effective and well-orchestrated
composition. The last movement contains some Mexican rhythms.